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Hornsby Art Society  
Presentation Standards for Artworks 
- Important issues all artists need to know 
 
 

Professional Framing & Display Standards 
 

Why is this needed? 

For all artists, professional display of your work is vital. It is critical for safety, aesthetic and commercial 

reasons. It is important for your own safety, the safety of those handling and hanging your work and the 

general public who view it. It is critical that all artwork: whether framed, mounted, unframed or displayed 

on stretched canvas is professionally finished, suitable for sale. Our aim, at Hornsby Art Society is to offer 

quality local art works, well presented, with durable finishes and professionally displayed. 

 

This document has been put together to assist you with the presentation of your work with our Society. It 

gives you our minimum standard for all exhibitions and outlines what is best practice. We’ve also included 

our recommendations, based upon our experiences and general feedback from both artists and purchasers. 

 

We present this guide to assist you to ensure your works meet the required standard and to give confidence 

to our purchasers that HAS maintains professional standards for all our artists. 

 

Is this Guide relevant for all other Galleries or Exhibitions? 

The short answer is no – you will need to check with other galleries or exhibitions that you plan to enter.  

 

You should be aware that all galleries, prizes and exhibitions will have different standards – the standards 

described here below are for Hornsby Art Society Exhibitions when held at our principal exhibition venue 

– Wallarobba Arts and Cultural Centre. We may utilise different standards when we exhibit in other venues 

and there are different standards for other Hornsby Shire Council exhibitions, such as Returned to Glory 

or the Hornsby Art Prize. To assist, we’ve included over the page Hornsby Shire Council’s standards for 

the Hornsby Art Prize.  

 

HAS Minimum Requirements  

The minimum for all works to be displayed by HAS is as follows: 
 

Presentation -  

 All works must be the work of the submitting artist, signed and fully completed: no wet paint or 

obviously incomplete works. 

 All works must be clean, dust and damage free. 

 All works must be marked on the rear of the work with the name of the artist, title of the work and 

price or marked NFS (Not For Sale). 

Recommended: Write this detail in pencil, which allows you to adjust your pricing, if needed; or to 

remove pricing completely, if needed in the future. It assists the buyer, especially if works are to 

be given as gifts. Writing in pencil ensures no bleed through to the front of the work and that you 

do no damage to the work. For the same reason we recommend you do not use permanent markers 

or ballpoint pen.  
 

Hanging Standard -  

 All works must include two D-rings hung one third from the top of the painting (Minimum Acceptable 

Standard). Works without this minimum may be rejected for exhibition.  

 In addition, all works should include either: (Best Practice) 

o A second set of D-rings strung with suitable non-stretch cord, or 

o Non stretch cord attached to the work by staples. The cord should hang underneath the 

initial set of D-rings. 

 

       D-Rings -  

       Examples of D-rings, with either the single or  

double fastenings 

 

Stand-alone D-rings enable the gallery hooks to be 

securely fastened to your works, as shown overleaf. 
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       Cord –  

       Examples of suitable non-stretch picture framing cord. 

       Also known as framing string, this product is usually sold 

by the metre. 

 

This product is recommended as a safer and easier to 

manage alternative to wire. 

 

 

 

D-Rings, Cord Attachment & why you need both –  

 

This is the type of picture hook used at Wallarobba.  

 

The photo at left shows size of the hook, and the photo 

on the right shows the difficulties in attaching the hook 

to a D-ring that is also used to secure the cord. 

This work has been submitted with only one set of D-

Rings which is used to hold the cord. As you can see 

from photo, it is difficult for the hook to attach firmly to 

this D-Ring, as it is restricted by the cord that is 

attached. It is an unsafe method of hanging.  

 

 

Example with both attachments -  

 

Here’s a good example of Best Practice.  

 

Both D-rings and separate cord are provided.  

 

The work is clean on the back with a simple label 

allowing the Artist’s name, title of the work and price to 

be included.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples of Unacceptable Presentation -   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No D-rings      No D-rings 

Cord is loose and uneven    Screw eye hooks and wire used 

Cord is not finished neatly   Wire is loosely wrapped – potential for unravelling 

No Artist’s Details     No Artist’s Details 

What not to use 
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Some products to avoid 
 

Avoid screw eye hook and wires - 

 

Often sold as kits for picture framing, they come in many finishes, often as brass, 

silver or gold finishes and may include wire and hooks for wall attachments. They are 

useful kits, but not for the framing and presentation of works.  

 

 

Avoid uncoated Wire -  

 

Also often sold in kits for picture framing, uncoated wire can be difficult to attach and 

secure. If insecurely attached, it can unravel, causing danger to the hanging team 

and the general public.  

 

If wire is used, it is recommended that heavy duty plastic coated wire is used, with 

a suitable weight rating.  

 

 

Avoid Triangular hooks -  

 

While they are highly suitable for many purposes, and they certainly are of the same 

professional standard as D-rings, they are not suitable for the gallery hooks at 

Wallarobba. The shape of the hanging hook is incompatible with the sharp point of 

the triangle. 

 

 

 

Presentation of Sculpture, Ceramics, Glass and other 3D Works 

We encourage participation by all visual artists and are keen to ensure that our professional display 

standards extend across all mediums. We have limited glass showcases for display purposes and strongly 

encourage all 3D artists to present their works on bases and plinths.  

 

Plinths presented should be white in colour and clean and neat in presentation. All 3D artists are 

encouraged to invest in suitable display options for their works and to discuss requirements with HAS prior 

to exhibitions. 

 

Presentation of unframed works 

For most of our exhibitions, and particularly for our annual Christmas Art Exhibition and Sale, we encourage 

the presentation of unframed works. It is important any unframed work on paper or canvas that is 

presented for sale meets at least the following minimum standards: 

- The work may be mounted on matt board or laid on card or foam core - to prevent bending and to 

enable them to be stacked against walls, in display racks or on tables; and 

- All unframed works must be sealed in archive quality heavy duty plastic. Please note cling wrap, 

bubble wrap or cellophane are not suitable alternatives. 

- All unframed works must be marked with the Name of Artist, Title of the work and the price. 

 

How Hornsby Art Society can assist you - 

HAS is keen to assist all of our artists with the presentation of their works and we are especially keen to 

assist new and emerging artists as they prepare their works for sale. Here’s how we can assist: 

- You can meet and discuss these standards with our Hanging Team Coordinator, Tony Prince, for 

any further explanation that you may need regarding these standards; 

- You can attend one of our regular workshops or seminars on framing options; 

- You can buy from us D-Rings and cords to ensure your work is appropriately prepared for hanging; 

- We can provide you with a list of picture framers in our local area who can assist you with your 

hanging requirements.  

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t allow your work to be rejected because you did not meet the 

presentation standards. Take the time to ensure you always meet the 

precise requirements for each exhibition.   If in doubt: ask! 
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Hornsby Art Prize –  
 

The following image outlines the Presentation Standards for the Hornsby Art Prize.  

(Source – Hornsby Shire Council) 

 

It should be noted these differ slightly from HAS Standards, but must be followed if work is to be accepted 

into this Exhibition. 

 

 


